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About This Supplement

The City of Minneapolis Street Cafe Pilot Program Supplement is intended to be used in conjuncture with the
Parklet Application Manual to guide applicants through the process and procedures for applying for a Street
Cafe. It provides and overview of the street cafe program, policies, procedures, criteria and guidelines that differ
from the more in depth Parklet Manual. Business owners, property owners and other potential applicants are
encouraged to read both the Parklet manual and the Street Cafe Supplement priori to the application process.

The Minneapolis Street Cafe Supplement was created by the City of Minneapolis Departments of Community
Planning and Economic Development and Public works.

For more information on the parklet program please contact:
Parklet Program Manager
Public Works
Parklets@minneapolismn.gov

For more information on the street cafe program please contact:
Craig Eliason
Community Planning and Economic Development
Craig.Eliason@minneapolismn.gov

Public Works

505 4th Avenue South
RM 410

Minneapolis, MN 55415

Community Planning and Economic Development
505 4th Avenue South

RM 220

Minneapolis, MN 55415

For reasonable accommodations or alternative formats please contact Parklets@minneapolismn.gov. People
who are deaf or hard of hearing can use a relay service to call 311 at 612-673-3000. TTY users call 612-673-

2157 or 612-673-2626. Para asistencia 612-673-2700. Rau kev pab 612-673-2800. Hadii aad Caawimaad u
baahantahay 612-673-3500.
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What is a Street Cafe?

Roles and responsibilities
Operations and Maintenance
Program Fees

Application Process

Design Requirements

Eligibility Checklist
Encroachment Permit
Sidewalk Cafe License
Expansion of Premises
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About This Supplement
The Street Cafe supplement is a companion document to the Parklet
Application Manual. The Street Cafe Supplement provides additional

guidance for privately managed space in the roadway. This document
offers definitions, provides resources, and clarifies responsibilities and

application processes for Street Cafes.

What is a Street Cafe?

A Street Cafe is a structure placed in the roadway that serves as seating
for ground floor serving businesses while maintaining a comfortable
pedestrian environment. Street Cafes are placed adjacent to the curb in
an unrestricted parking lane along the frontage of the serving business.
Street Cafes must be ADA accessible and meet all Parklet guidelines
outlined in the Parklet Application Manual.

Street Cafes are different than Parklets. Parklets are public spaces, open
to all individuals in the public realm. Street Cafes are permitted areas
that function as seating for an adjacent restaurant or business. Street
Cafes are permitted to allow seating for restaurant and cafe customers.
These are not open to the public but function as an extension of the
restaurant or cafe.

Is a Street Cafe right for me?

A Street Cafe may be right for you if you are a business located along a
narrow sidewalk but still want to provide outdoor seating to serve your
customers.
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Applicant Responsibilities
Street Cafe applicants responsible for:
+ Design, permitting, and construction costs
« Installation, removal, and storage
« Seasonal and daily upkeep of the street cafe

Street Cafe applications are required to follow the requirements

outlined in the Parklet Application Manual as well as Sidewalk Cafe

License Guidelines.

If alcohol is served at your business, this would include additional
responsibilities outlined in the liquor license.

Operations and Maintenance Responsibilities
Street Cafe applicants must adhere to the following operations and
maintenance requirements:

Street Cafes must remain ADA accessible for customers at all

times

Street Cafe operators are responsible for securing all elements

when not in use

Street Cafe operators have the option to open the Street Cafe to

the public outside of food service hours

Businesses that serve liquor are require to obtain an Expansion

of Premises Permit to operate a Street Cafe

+ The permit requires the outdoor expansion to be compact

and contiguous. Street Cafes are considered to be contiguous
meaning liquor can cross the sidewalk to the street cafe

In the event of emergency utility repair, the Street Cafe may have

to be temporarily moved/dismantled to allow time for repairs

City Role
The City is responsible for:

Program management

Application review

Design Review and approval

Permit issuance

Site inspection

Installation of necessary traffic devices (wheel stops, flexible
bollards, traffic/parking signage or markings)

Applicant Responsibilities

Design,
permitting, and
construction
costs

Respect
accessibility and
users of the street
environment

Installation,
removal,
and storage
costs

Seasonal
and daily
maintenance
and upkeep

Adhere to all
guidelines in
the Parklet
Application
Manual

Adhere to all
guidelines
outlined in the
Sidewalk Cafe
License
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Street Cafe Permits and Fees
Applicants are responsible for the following program fees and permits:

Encroachment Permit
City ordinance requires an encroachment permit for any existing or proposed structure under or over any municipal
right of way. The Encroachment Permit gives the permit holder permission to use a specific portion of the right of
way. The Encroachment Permit fee is S75.
« More information: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/licenses-permits-inspections/
streets-sidewalks-utility/use-city-property-row/
+ Application: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/
Encroachment-Permit-Application 2-18-21.pdf

Lane Use Permit/Meter Use
All street cafe applicants must apply for a Lane Use Permit. Costs for this permit include a $500 safety installation fee
per street cafe for the City to install the required wheelstops and bollards. Additionally, street cafes located within
metered parking spaces will be required to pay 5200 per metered parking space per season.
« For more information & to apply: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/licenses-
permits-inspections/streets-sidewalks-utility/city-lane-use-permits/

Sidewalk Cafe License
Street Cafes are required to follow the guidelines of sidewalk cafes.
« More information: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/licenses-permits-inspections/
business-licenses/food-restaurants/restaurant-coffee-cafe/sidewalk-cafe/
+ Application: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/
Sidewalk-Cafe.pdf

Expansion of Premises Permit
Businesses that serve alcohol must apply for an Expansion of Premises Permit.
« More information: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/licenses-permits-inspections/
business-licenses/alcohol-tobacco/change/expansion-premises/
+ Application: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/
Expansion-of-Premises-Permanent.pdf

Sewer Availability Charge (SAC)
Fee imposed by the Metropolitan Environmental Services
« For more information and to apply: https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/licenses-
permits-inspections/construction-permits-certificates/development-review-services/sewer-availability-

charge/
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Application Process

1. Applicant must submit online Confirmation of Eligibility Checklist for
the City's consideration prior to application submittal.
As part of the preliminary screening process the City will review
proposed sites for:
« Potential conflicts with future street projects
« Traffic patterns
- Street regulations
« Roadway geometry
« Operational considerations

2. Applicant submits the Sidewalk Cafe License Application
3. Liquor serving establishments interested in adding a Street Cafe
must also file an Expansion of Premises Application

4. Applicant submits an Encroachment Permit Application (Non-
Residential fee $75)

5. Applicant submits a Lane Use Permit Application ($500 safety
installation fee; additional $200/metered parking space for street
cafes located in metered parking zones)

6. Applicant informs City staff of Street Cafe installation as least 1
week prior to installation
« Installation must occur after Spring street sweeping
« Removal must occur before Fall street sweeping

For any questions about this program and the application process, please email:
parklets@minneapolismn.gov and Craig.Eliason@minneapolismn.gov
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Accessibility Requirement

Street Cafes must remain ADA accessible to customers at all time. We recommend reviewing The
American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) (http://www.ada.gov/) and the American’s with Disabilities
Act Accessibility Guidelines, 2010 Standard (ADAAG) (http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards
index.htm) for specific guidance. Additional information about this requirement can be found in
the Parklet Application Manual.

If you have any questions about this requirement, please contact parklets@minneapolismn.gov

Site Requirements
In addition to the siting requirements in the Parklet Application Manual, Street Cafes should adhere
to the following:

« Maintain a 20’ buffer from any residential property

« Consider impacts of delivery access

+ Maintain a clear path to the entrance to accommodate emergency services

When submitting a Sidewalk Cafe License, a detailed site plan is required. Please refer to the checklist
of required elements in the Sidewalk Cafe and Street Cafe Standards.

Safety Requirements

Street Cafes in the following locations will be required to have concrete barriers, or similar safety

barriers, surrounding the Street Cafe on the three street sides to ensure the safety of users:

« Any Street Cafe (sidewalk or street level) located along City identified High Injury Streets

«  Street level cafes located on streets with speed limits 25 mph or higher unless there is a buffer
in place (e.g. bike lane)

Applicants will be responsible for the installation and removal of these barriers. Failure to comply

will result in the removal of the Street Cafe. Failure to comply will result in the removal of the Street

Cafe.

Concrete barriers can be purchased or rented on a seasonable basis through third party vendors.

Resources for concrete barriers can be found here:

« Safety Signs: (952) 469-6700 or https://www.safetysigns-mn.com/concrete-barrier

« Warning Lights: (612) 521-4200 or https://www.warninglitesmn.com/traffic-control-rental-and-
sales

Applicants may use companies beyond the ones listed above. Please work with City staff if you have
any questions regarding this requirement.

—
City of Minneapolis STREET CAFE SUPPLEMENT Ml nnea OliS

Updated: March 2024 12 City of Lakes


http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm
http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/media/-www-content-assets/documents/Parklet-Street-Cafe-Application-Manual-2023.pdf
mailto:parklets%40minneapolismn.gov?subject=
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/media/-www-content-assets/documents/Parklet-Street-Cafe-Application-Manual-2023.pdf
https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/Sidewalk-and-Street-Cafe-Standards.pdf
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/visionzero/vz-data-stats/
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/visionzero/speed-limits/speed-limit-map/
https://www.safetysigns-mn.com/concrete-barrier
https://www.warninglitesmn.com/traffic-control-rental-and-sales
https://www.warninglitesmn.com/traffic-control-rental-and-sales

\

Configuration Requirements
When designing your sidewalk cafe or street cafe, there are
three acceptable configurations:

- Sidewalk cafe, adjacent to busing

« Street Cafe

« Extended Street Cafe
Which configuration works best for you will depend on the
sidewalk width and desired amount of seating.

It is not acceptable to simultaneously have both a
Sidewalk cafe directly adjacent to the building and a
Street Cafe

Sidewalk Cafe

Traditional sidewalk cafes are located directly adjacent to
the building. These are most appropriate when the sidewalk
is wide and provides ample room in the frontage zone to
accommodate tables and chairs while maintaining a clear,
unobstructed pedestrian route

Street Cafe

Street Cafes are most appropriate when sidewalks are
constrained and would not provide enough room to have
both seating and a clear, unobstructed pedestrian route.
Street Cafes are required to be in an unrestricted parking
lane.

Extended Street Cafe

Extended Street Cafes are more appropriate when a
sidewalk cafe in the furnishing zone or a street cafe does
not provide the desire amount of seating. Extending the
street cafe into the furnishing zone allows for additional
seats. Extended Street Cafes can only be used when Street
Cafes are sidewalk level, not street level.
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EXAMP GIBILITY CHECKLIST
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EXAMP GIBILITY CHECKLIST
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EXAMPLE | ENCROACHMENT PERMIT
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EXAMPLE | STREET CAFE LICENSE
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EXAMPLE | STREET CAFE LICENSE
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EXAMPLE | STREET CAFE LICENSE
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EXAMPLE | STREET CAFE LICENSE
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EXAMPLE | EXPANSION OF PREMISES
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