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Citizen arrests for misdemeanor crimes can only be made when the crime was committed in the
complainant’s presence.

Citizens making arrests must complete a Citizen’s Arrest Form (MP-3406). Security personnel
from businesses that make arrests on a regular basis may be allowed to use the standard CAPRS
offense report instead of the Citizen's Arrest form.

Officers shall determine whether the circumstances justify taking the accused into custody. If
officers feel that the arrest is illegal, the officer shall refer the complainant to the City Attorney's
Office.

If the accused is to be taken into custody, officers shall verify the identity of the complainant and
assist in completing the Citizen's Arrest Report. Complainants should be advised that the City
Attorney will notify them if a formal complaint is needed.

Note: See Manual Section for Citizen's Arrest - Traffic Violation.
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